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Energy Conservation Projects 

     - Inspect weather stripping around exterior doors and windows.  Adjust or replace it if 

you can see light or feel a draft. 

     - Insulate your water heater and keep it at 120 degrees.  

     - Check your furnace and always clean or replace furnace filters monthly. 

     - Seal the air leaks around utility cut-throughs for pipes, gaps around chimneys                                                                                                                               

and recessed lights in insulated ceilings, and unfinished spaces 

Fall Conservation Projects  

 --Now is the time to prepare for winter! 

 

Since 2001, SCCD, in partnership with NRCS and other agencies, 

has provided funding assistance on over 100 projects to address 

water quality concerns in the Tongue River, Goose Creek, and Prairie 

Dog Creek watersheds.  Funding for these projects has included over 

$2 million dollars from a variety of state and federal grants.  To 

maintain accountability to these funding sources, the SCCD initiated a 

project follow-up process in 2012 that included surveys to past 

program participants, as well as site visits by SCCD staff. 

There are two great times to plant trees.  There are two great times to plant trees.  There are two great times to plant trees.     

The first was 20 years ago; the other is now.The first was 20 years ago; the other is now.The first was 20 years ago; the other is now.   

Conservation Seedling Tree Sale going on now!  Conservation Seedling Tree Sale going on now!  Conservation Seedling Tree Sale going on now!     

Please see insert for ordering information.Please see insert for ordering information.Please see insert for ordering information.   
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If you would like to make a donation  specific to this project, it would be greatly appreciated!                  
Please indicate as such on your membership form or other donation and send  to the SCCD. 

~ The Tongue River Initiative is a partnership among the Sheridan Community Land Trust, the Sheridan County 

Conservation District, and the Nature Conservancy of NE Wyoming.  The mission is to maintain and enhance the 

current agriculture character, wildlife habitat and natural resources, and the natural aesthetic values of the Tongue 

River Valley. ~ 

As part of the Tongue River Initiative, the Sheridan County Conservation District 

and Sheridan Community Land Trust, with other partners, are pursuing options 

to acquire the property that includes the former Acme Power Plant.  The 

purpose of this acquisition is to perform environmental assessment and 

environmental reclamation using federal and state programs.  The partners have 

initiated a process to convey ownership of the property to the Sheridan County 

Conservation District, a legal entity eligible to participate in clean-up programs.   

The timeline for clean-up is largely dependent upon the duration of environmental assessments and the 

availability of state and federal clean-up funding.  Initial environmental assessments are currently underway.  

For more information, please contact the Sheridan County Conservation District or the Sheridan Community 

Land Trust. 

  

  

Tongue River Watershed Clean-up Project  

Water quality can be affected by the choices people make.  Consequently, many of our water quality 

improvement projects are geared towards changing people’s behavior.  Social indicators include the skills, 

capacity, awareness, knowledge, values, beliefs and behaviors that affect participation in and support of 

watershed management programs.  Looking at social indicators can provide valuable information on the 

effectiveness of our educational and outreach activities.    

In 2015, SCCD invited several local agencies/organizations to participate in 

a survey process for the Goose Creek Watershed.  The information gained 

through this survey will be used to tailor the priorities and projects of 

individual organizations in support of the overall goal of improving the 

quality of water in the Goose Creek watershed.  Participants provided 

valuable insight into the development of the survey questions and 

distribution mechanisms.   

Two versions of the survey were developed in order to appropriately 

capture the indicators for two target groups; one version targeted urban 

residents and one targeted rural residents.  Although overall response to the 

survey was lower than anticipated (especially among larger landowners), there were some things that 

stood out.  Many of the respondents had some awareness of water quality issues and potential 

impacts.  There was less understanding about practices to improve water quality and the availability of 

assistance programs.  Additional questions related to the ways in which people prefer to receive 

information.  SCCD will consider these results when developing future outreach materials and in future 

program development.    When the final summary report is completed, it will be provided to all of the 

participating agencies as well as made available on the SCCD website. 

Many of the respondents 

had some awareness of 

water quality issues and 

potential impacts.  There 

was less understanding 

about practices to improve 

water quality and the 

availability of assistance 

programs. 
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~MISCELLANY~ 

WATERWATER  Monitoring Program Update 
SCCD performs water quality monitoring in the Tongue River, Goose Creek, and Prairie Dog 

Creek watersheds as part of local planning and improvement efforts in those watersheds.  

These three streams and associated tributaries have been 

identified by the State of Wyoming as having bacteria 

levels that exceed state water quality 

standards.  Monitoring over the long-term is important to 

evaluate the effects of local improvement efforts.  To 

account for limited staff and funding resources, monitoring 

is completed on a three year rotation.   

In 2016, monitoring was completed on the Tongue River 

Watershed.  Parameters include water temperature, pH, 

dissolved oxygen, conductivity, flow, turbidity, and 

bacteria.  Macroinvertebrate samples are also collected at 

select locations.  Over the winter, SCCD will complete all of 

the internal data validation procedures and compile the 

collected information into a data report.  The report will 

evaluate the data collected in the current year and make 

comparisons among previous years; monitoring has been 

performed  on the Tongue River watershed since 1996.  The 

Prairie Dog Creek Watershed will be monitored in 2017 and will be followed by the Goose 

Creek watershed in 2018.     

SAVE THE DATE! 

Gabe Brown, Soil Health Workshop 

11-10-17 

SCCD, in conjunction with Powder River Basin 

Resource Council, Sheridan College, and the 

Plank Stewardship Initiative, will be sponsoring 

this presentation.   

Please go to brownranch.us for more 

information. 

We are also evaluating the interest in an 

additional “producer-specific” session from 

Gabe.  Please contact the SCCD office if that is 

something you would be interested in attending. 

WATERSHED STEERING 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Please be looking ahead to our 

steering committee meetings for 

the Tongue River, Goose Creek, 

and Prairie Dog watersheds. 

Meetings will be held in 

February 2017.  Please watch 

our website for specific dates 

and locations. 

Little Bighorn Trout Unlimited Coloring Contest 

     Kids, ages 5 - 18, are welcome to stop by the SCCD  office and pick up a coloring sheet from 
the Little Bighorn Chapter of Trout Unlimited.  

     Age divisions are 5-8, 8-12, and 13-17.  Prizes will be warded to the 1st and 2nd place in each 
division. 

OUTREACH UPDATE 

“Unplugged” Event with 
Sheridan Community 

Land Trust..   

Dayton Park, 9-28-16 

 

Sheridan County    
Cattlewomen’s Ag Expo  

Water Wall 

Sheridan County Fairgrounds     
9-27-16   

Presentation to Trout Unlimited, 10-25-16 
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Everyone enjoys trees, but putting trees to work in conservation requires 

some planning!  How to put these trees to good use?  Here are some 

ideas, as well as resources to help put your plan to work:   

Prevent soil erosion by slowing down runoff and holding onto the soil on hillsides 

Conserve household energy use by shading homes in the summer 

Cool urban areas by shading heat-absorbing streets and buildings, as well as releasing 

water vapor into the air 

Trees absorb dust and wind and reduce glare, as well as provide a visual screen 

Provide habitat for wildlife -- in town, as well as in more rural areas 

 www.arborday.org/programs/graphics/conservation-trees/songbirds-wildlife.pdf 

Conservation buffers for streams  

 www.arborday.org/programs/graphics/conservation-trees/conservation-buffers.pdf 

Living snow fences 

 https://www.arborday.org/programs/graphics/conservation-trees/living-snow-fences.pdf 

Windbreaks 

 https://www.arborday.org/programs/graphics/conservation-trees/field-windbreaks.pdf 

 http://www.ext.colostate.edu/sam/gr070609.html 

Conservation Seedling TreesConservation Seedling TreesConservation Seedling Trees 

From Barnyards and Backyards: Rural Living in Wyoming 

Dry in your part of Wyoming? 

If the weather has been dry in your area it may be time to get out the garden hoses (again).  Many perennial 

plants are more likely to survive our tough winters if they go into it with some soil moisture.  You can read all 

about winter irrigation in the University of Wyoming Extension short publication Winter Watering. 

For this and other resources on irrigation visit  http://www.uwyo.edu/barnbackyard/resources/water.html    

As many of you know, Amy Doke has left 

SCCD after ten years of service.  She 

accepted a new job which gives more time 

with her family.  She is still in the area, so 

you will see her around, but she will be 

greatly missed at the SCCD office! 

The new program assistant is Theresa Shaw.  

Theresa and her family have a small farm south of 

Sheridan.  We introduced her quickly to her new job 

by starting her in the middle of water sampling 

season!  She is looking  forward to getting to know 

all of you. 

For more resources on a wide variety of topics on trees, shrubs, perennials and annuals visit  http://

www.uwyo.edu/barnbackyard/resources/landscaping.html  
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http://www.wyoextension.org/agpubs/pubs/B1186.pdf
http://www.uwyo.edu/barnbackyard/resources/water.html
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http://www.uwyo.edu/barnbackyard/resources/landscaping.html


 

The Sheridan County Conservation District is once again asking for your support.  Please consider a 

contribution as part of our annual membership drive.  Membership dollars are vitally important to maintaining 

our ability to support the natural resources and residents of Sheridan County. 

The Sheridan County Conservation District (SCCD) is one of 34 Conservation Districts in Wyoming.  

Wyoming Conservation Districts are funded through a variety of funding sources.  The SCCD is funded 

primarily through state and federal grants. A portion of SCCD’s annual budget is 

provided through Sheridan County, the City of Sheridan, the Towns of Dayton, 

Ranchester, and Clearmont, and by private citizens through an 

annual membership drive. This funding is highly appreciated and 

is critical to the overall function of the District.  It serves as match 

for state and federal grants while providing funding for administrative 

services, technical assistance, and information and education.   

Equally important, local funding means local accountability. 

The District values its commitment to local resource 

conservation and local funding helps keep that commitment!  

Financial stability supports the District staff and resources needed for effective 

operation. In addition to state and federal grants and private donations, the SCCD 

will continue to build and maintain partnerships to provide long‐term stability in  

         district operations. 

Members who contribute $50.00 

or more to the 2017 Sheridan 

County Conservation District 

membership drive will receive 

a FREE COPY (while supplies 

last!) of the book “Plants with 

Altitude” a  field guide for 

regionally native plants for 

Wyoming gardens (only one 

copy per household—members 

who received their copies last 

year are not eligible for an additional 

copy). 

Name:                                      

                                        

Address:                                    

                                        

City:               State:       Zip:               

                                    

Phone #:             E-mail:                       

I'd like to join SCCD as a NEW Member: 
                    

  $50    $100    $150    $ Other   

                

I'd like to RENEW my membership with SCCD: 
                    

  $50    $100    $150    $ Other   

                

 

Please Mail Your Membership to:   
Sheridan County Conservation District 

1949 Sugarland Drive, Suite 102 

Signature:  
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John Kane is 

ending his term on the 

SCCD Board of Supervisors.  

John has served on the 

Board  since 2004, most 

recently as the Chair.   

Our newly elected 

supervisor, Brad 

Holliday, may be a 

familiar face to many 

of you, as Brad was 

formerly with the 

NRCS Sheridan 

office. 

Welcome, Brad! 

Thank you for your dedication, John! 
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Initial follow-up visits were successful; however, constraints 

with staff and financial resources limited the ability to carry 

out the effort as intended.  In the winter of 2016-2017, 

SCCD will be developing a process where past participants 

can provide the information (including photos, where 

appropriate) to SCCD.  The information to be requested will 

include whether or not the installed practices are still 

maintained and functioning as intended.  In some cases, there may be some components that were 

incompatible with the management objectives and were discontinued, or additional improvements may be 

necessary.  That is okay; in either case, it helps to know what is or is not working. 

If you were a past participant and receive a request for this documentation, please take the time to 

evaluate your project and provide the information.  As with the initial programs, participation is 

voluntary.  However, SCCD believes this is an important aspect of program participation.  Funding partners 

need to be confident that their funds are being applied in a way that is consistent with their prospective 

missions.  This will become more of an issue as budgets become tighter and competition for grant programs 

increases.  Thank you in advance for assisting us with this process.  

Fall Conservation Projects, continued from page 1 

Backyard Conservation Projects 

 - Fall is a great time to plant bare root trees and shrubs. 

 - Clean up your garden by pulling out spent annuals and composting them, or take them to the City’s 

Green Waste bins.  (Don’t compost weeds or diseased plants.) 

 - After the leaves are off, inspect trees for dead or diseased wood that should be removed.  However, 

avoid actual pruning, which might encourage new growth just before winter. 

 - Lay down 4-6 inches of mulch to protect roots and perennial plants.  Wait until after the first frost to 

discourage insects from making a home in your mulch! 

 - Thoroughly water trees, shrubs, and other perennials before the ground freezes, but after leaves fall.   

 - Provide wind protection for young plantings, especially evergreens, which can dessicate over winter. 



Conservation for Kids 

Lindsey Walker 

2nd-3rd Grade 

 

Each winner received a $15 gift certificate to Sheridan Stationery                                                           

and entered in the State Contest.  

 Samantha was the State Winner!! 

 

Soil and Water Stewardship Week  Poster Contest Winners! 

Fall is a great time to get out and explore!  Whether in your backyard,              

local park, or national forest, there is always something to do with TREES! 

Habitat::  What is habitat?  It is really just where a creature lives.  Where is your habitat?  Your 

home!  Who makes their home in and around trees?  Go explore and see what creatures you may 

find...like squirrels, chipmunks, and birds.   

How do trees provide shelter and food for these creatures?  Can you identify what kind of birds you 

see?  Go to the library and check out a book on birds in WY and see how many you can find. 

Fun Read:  Owl Moon by Jane Yolen, available at the Sheridan Fulmer Library 

Leaves:  Fall is the best time to find leaves since they are so easy to reach on the ground.  Collect 

a variety of leaves of different sizes, shapes, and colors.  Compare them.  How are they the same?  

How are they different?  Check out a field guide on trees.  Can you identify what kind of tree the 

leaves came from? 

Did you know evergreen needles vary by tree, also?  Investigate the needles’ color, size, whether 

they are stiff or soft, and how they are attached to the tree.  Look closely at the needles (use a 

magnifying glass if you have one).  Are they smooth or scaly?  These are all clues to the tree’s       

identification!  

Fun Craft:  Make a crayon rubbing by placing a sheet of paper over a leaf, vein side up.  Rub 

a crayon over the leaf and  you will have an image of the leaf’s outline and veins. 
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Cole Leach 

4th-6th Grade 

Samantha Rogaczewski 

7th-9th Grade 

Bridger Doke  

K - 1st Grade 



 

 

Orders accepted November 2016 through March 31, 2017 

The Sheridan County Conservation District ‘s Seedling Tree Program makes conservation grade-seedling trees available for 

purchase at a nominal price.  These low-cost seedling trees are available for purchase through the District from November through 

March.  Delivery of the seedling trees is expected to be in early May 2017. 

A wide variety of tree species is offered  to meet conservation needs throughout Sheridan County. The trees are bundled in groups of 

25 or 30, based on size and species selection.  Seedling trees are offered as either “bareroot” or in “large tubes”, also depending on 

the species.  The District is once again offering the popular variety package.  This package is a bundle of 25 trees, five each of 

Chokecherry, Buffaloberry, Red-Osier Dogwood, Native Plum and Rocky Mountain Juniper.  The variety package is only available in 

limited quantities and sells out quickly.  Other species tend to sell out quickly as well, so it’s best to get your order in quickly! 

New for this year, we will be making available additional supplies for tree protection.  Due to the bulk purchase of these items through 

Colorado State University Forest Service Nursery, we believe these items will be significantly less expensive than buying individually. 

 A seedling tree order form is available in this newsletter or you may download an order form off our website at www.sccdwy.org. 



(E-mails will be used for contact purposes when trees come in.) 

PART B: Bare Root Variety Package- 

Sold in lots of 25 trees only (5 of each species) 

Chokecherry, Buffaloberry, Red-Osier Dogwood, Native Plum, Rocky Mtn. Juniper  

Price/25 Qty Subtotal Species 

$35.00   CSU000: Variety Package 

   PART B:  Variety Package Total 

PART C: Large Tube Trees- Sold in lots of 30 trees only 

Height varies by tree, but all small tube trees will be 3-5 inches or taller. 

Species Price/30 Qty Subtotal 

Deciduous Shrubs 

CSU226 - Lilac $80.00    

CSU224 - Service Berry $80.00    

CSU232 - Coyote Willow $80.00   

CSU237 - Sumac $80.00   

CSU249 - Red-Osier Dogwood $80.00   

Deciduous Trees 

CSU201GU - Aspen $80.00   

CSU236 - Honeylocust $80.00   

Coniferous Trees 

CSU200 - Austrian Pine $80.00   

CSU202 - Colorado Blue Spruce $80.00   

CSU203 - Douglas Fir $80.00   

CSU204 - Engelmann Spruce $80.00   

CSU205RI - Ponderosa Pine $80.00   

CSU209 - Scotch Pine $80.00   

CSU210 - Rocky Mtn. Juniper $80.00   

CSU211 - White Fir $80.00   

CSU214 - Limber Pine $80.00   

PART C - Large Tube Trees Total:   

This nursery stock must be used for conservation purposes, not in ornamental or landscape plantings. 

No plant purchased from the SCCD or their distributors may be resold as a living plant. 

Payment must accompany order.   Refunds will not be given for cancelled orders after 2/1/2017. 

If trees ordered are not available, a refund will be issued, unless a substitution is requested. 

TYPES OF PLANTINGS  

(Circle all that apply):   

Windbreaks/Living Snow Fences;  

Wildlife Habitat;  

Erosion Control; Reforestation;  

Visual Screen/Noise Barrier;  

Other 

Name:___________________________________________________ Daytime Phone:______________________ 
Mailing Address:___________________________________________ Evening Phone:______________________ 

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________ 

E-mail:___________________________________________________ 

PART A:  Bare Root - Sold in lots of 25  trees only                              

End height varies by tree, but all bare root trees will be 5 inches or taller.            

Species Price/25 Qty Subtotal 

Deciduous Shrubs 

CSU001 - Caragana $32.00    

CSU002 - Cotoneaster $32.00    

CSU005 - Lilac $32.00   

CSU006 - Native Plum $32.00   

CSU007 - Sumac $32.00   

CSU009 - Nanking Cherry $32.00   

CSU011 - Wild Rose (Woods rose) $32.00   

CSU012 - Buffaloberry $32,00   

CSU014 - Golden Currant $32.00   

CSU019 - Wax Currant $32.00   

CSU017 - Red-Osier Dogwood $32.00   

CSU032 - Coyote Willow $32.00   

LO1 - American Cranberry Bush $32.00   

LO2- American Elderberry $32.00   

LO3 -  Black Currant $32.00   

Deciduous Trees 

CSU004 - Chokecherry $32.00   

CSU024 - Golden Willow $32.00   

CSU025 - Hackberry $32.00   

CSU030 - Bur Oak $32.00   

CSU034 - Peachleaf Willow $32.00   

CSU037 - Honeylocust $32.00   

CSU040 - Manchurian Apricot $32.00   

LO4 - Green Ash $32.00   

LO5 - Native Cottonwood $32.00   

LO6 - Black Walnut $32.00   

Coniferous Trees 

CSU105 - Ponderosa Pine $32.00   

CSU106 - Eastern Red Cedar $32.00   

CSU110 - Rocky Mtn. Juniper $32.00   

PART A :  Bare Root Trees Total   

Check if you want to receive our newsletter: 

□ Via e-mail      □Hardcopy       □ No Thanks 

ORDER DEADLINE:  3/31/2017  

To ensure availability, please order early and enclose payment with order. 

RETURN ORDER AND MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  

Sheridan County Conservation District, 1949 Sugarland Drive, Suite 102, Sheridan, WY  82801 

Sheridan County Conservation District 2016/2017 Seedling Tree Program Order Form  Order #_____ 

PART D:  Supplies/Services 

Supplies Price Qty Total 

6’x300’ roll $110.00   

Fabric Staples - 1”x6”(1000 ct box) $85.00   

Plastic Mesh Rabbit Guard Tree Cage 36” ht $1.00   

Bamboo Stake - 3’ height $0.25   

 PART D - Supplies/Services Total 

TOTAL CALCULATIONS   Qty Total 

PART A - Bareroot Trees   $ 

PART B - Variety Package   $ 

PART C - Large Tube Trees   $ 

PART D - Supplies/Services   $ 

 Subtotal: $ 

$ SALES TAX (SUBTOTAL X 0.06)   

Total Amount Due:   $ 



Species Descriptions 

Although the species listed have proven adaptable to Wyoming conditions, each species may have limited adaptability to local soil 

types and conditions.  Please go to www.plants.usda.gov for more information on species and planting guides. 

Deciduous Shrubs 

BLACK CURRANT: Low-growing shrub; high wildlife value; useful in outer 
rows of shelter belts; shade tolerant; highly drought tolerant. 

BUFFALOBERRY: Medium to tall shrub; drought resistant and tolerant of 
alkaline soils; excellent cold hardiness; good wildlife cover and food value. 

CARAGANA:  Medium to tall shrub; excellent drought resistance and cold 
hardiness; tolerant of salt and alkaline soils; good wildlife species. 

COTONEASTER: Medium shrub; drought resistant; excellent cold hardiness; 
alkaline tolerant; high wildlife value; red-orange fall foliage. 

COYOTE WILLOW:  Medium to tall shrub; fast  growing; good for riparian 
areas; good wildlife species for cover and browse. 

CRANBERRY BUSH (American):  Medium tall shrub; high wildlife value; 
useful for screening and windbreaks; tolerant of most soils, but not drought 
tolerant.                                                                          

ELDERBERRY BUSH (American): Medium to tall shrub; high wildlife value; 
good for riparian areas; prefers slightly acidic soils.  New growth of 
American elder contains a glucoside than can be fatal to livestock. 

GOLDEN CURRANT: Small to medium shrub; fairly drought and cold 
tolerant; good cover for small wildlife; edible fruit; best on moist soil.  

LILAC: Tall; one of the better shrubs for windbreak purposes; fast growing; 
very good drought resistance; excellent cold hardiness. 

NANKING CHERRY: Medium size; rapid growth; excellent cold hardiness; 
drought resistant; edible fruit relished by wildlife. 

NATIVE PLUM:  Tall shrub or short tree; good alkaline tolerance; excellent 
wildlife value; cold hardy; edible fruit. 

RED-OSIER DOGWOOD: Small to medium sized; suitable for riparian areas; 
tolerant of cold; not suited for heavy clay soils; red fall foliage.. 

SERVICE BERRY:  Medium shrub; moderate growth rate; likes moist soils; 
excellent cold hardiness; excellent wildlife value; edible fruit. 

SUMAC: Medium shrub; excellent alkaline tolerance; excellent drought 
resistance; very cold hardy; red-orange fall foliage. 

WAX CURRANT: Small shrub; drought resistant; cold hardy; rapid growth; 

coarse and medium soils; high wildlife value; edible fruit. 

WOODS ROSE (Wild Rose): Small shrub; high wildlife value; grows well on 

moist soil; cold hardy. 

Deciduous Trees 

ASPEN: Medium to tall tree; rapid growth;  poor drought resistance; hardy in 
cold temperatures; plant up to 11,000 feet. 

BLACK WALNUT:  Fast growing; requires deep, well-drained, neutral soil; 
popular hardwood tree; good shade tree; produces flavorful, thick-shelled 
nuts.   

 

BUR OAK: Medium to tall tree; cold hardy and drought resistant; tolerates 
alkaline soil well; slow growing, but very long lifespan; acorns have excellent 
food value for wildlife. 

CHOKECHERRY: Small to medium tree; rapid growth; good alkaline tolerance; 
preferred by a variety of wildlife species; edible fruit. 

GREEN ASH:  Medium to tall; cold hardy; excellent drought resistance; excellent 
cold hardiness; good alkaline tolerance; best in sandy, loam soils. 

GOLDEN WILLOW: Medium tree; useful in riparian areas; does well in moist 
sites and can survive flooding; tolerates salt and alkaline soils. 

HACKBERRY:  Related to Elm; similar, but superior.  Deep rooted; withstands 
heat, wind, drought and alkaline soils. 

HONEYLOCUST:  Medium to tall; rapid growth; very good drought resistance 
and cold hardiness. 

MANCHURIAN APRICOT:  Small; fast-growing; moderately drought tolerant; 
does not tolerate wet soils; useful in windbreaks. 

NATIVE COTTONWOOD:  Large, fast growing tree; requires full sun and moist 
soils. 

PEACHLEAF WILLOW: Small to medium tree; shade tolerant; tolerates alkaline 
soils; requires moist soils; cold hardy; high wildlife value. 

ConiferousTrees 

AUSTRIAN PINE: Medium-tall; excellent drought resistance; tolerates alkaline 
soils well; good windbreak pine. 

COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE: Tall; best on moist soils but will grow on drier 
sites if watered for establishment; excellent cold hardiness. 

DOUGLAS FIR: Tall; good drought resistance; excellent cold hardiness; on east 
and north slopes above 6,000 feet. 

EASTERN RED CEDAR: Medium; on most soils in the plains below 6,000 feet; 
drought resistant when established; good windbreak species. 

ENGLEMANN SPRUCE: Tall tree; very good drought resistance; excellent cold 
hardiness; requires shade; plant only above 8,000 feet. 

LIMBER PINE:  Medium tall; drought tolerant native; very strong against wind; to 

11,000’ elevation. 

PONDEROSA PINE:  Tall; needs well-drained soils; tolerates alkaline soil; 
excellent drought resistance and cold hardiness; high wildlife value; one of the 
better windbreak trees. 

ROCKY MT. JUNIPER: Medium tree; excellent alkaline tolerance; drought 
resistant when established; cold hardy; excellent windbreak species. 

SCOTCH PINE: Tall; tolerates alkaline soil; not advisable for windbreaks 
because of brittleness; good Christmas tree. 

WHITE FIR: Excellent, adaptable ornamental and colorful Christmas tree.  
Withstands heat and drought better than other firs once established.  Avoid 
heavy clay soil; tolerates partial shade. 

A planting plan should be prepared before trees are 
ordered or planted.  The planting plan will show the 

proper location for the planting, the best species for your site, spacing between rows, spacing between 
trees in the row, and the correct number of trees and shrubs needed.  Requirements for proper planting 
to gain initial survival and how to keep trees in a vigorous growing condition should also be considered. 

For planning assistance contact the Conservation District, Natural Resources Conservation Service District 
Conservationist, or the publication entitled “The Farmstead Windbreak” which provides helpful 
information on tree planting and maintenance care.  


