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Cost-Share Assistance  
Available 

Landowners who live in the Goose 
Creek Watershed  may be eligible for 
cost-share assistance from the 
Sheridan County Conservation 
District.  Assistance is available for a 
variety of projects including: septic 
system replacement, corral relocation 
(for horses, cattle and other animals) 
and stream restoration.  To qualify for 
assistance there must be an obvious 
impact to water quality.  Landowners 
are required to contribute a certain 
percentage of match.  Septic system 
replacements have a few additional 
requirements.   

2012 Goose Creek Watershed Water Quality Monitoring  

In May, Sheridan County Conservation District (SCCD) started its 
fourth round of water quality monitoring within the Goose Creek 
Watershed since 2001.  The watershed area that is in the 
process of being sampled starts from Little Goose Canyon and 
Big Goose Canyon and ends on Goose Creek, slightly upstream of 
the confluence of the Tongue River near Acme.  This year there 
are 24 sampling sites within this watershed area: 10 sites are 
within the Little Goose Creek subwatershed; 9 sites are within 
the Big Goose Creek subwatershed; and the remaining 5 sites are 
on Soldier Creek and the mainstem of Goose Creek.  This year’s 
water quality sampling will be used to evaluate trends in 
bacteria and sediment, along with benthic macroinvertebrates 
and habitat assessments at a limited number of stations.   

SCCD starting water 
quality monitoring in the Goose Creek watershed after the Wyoming 
Department of Environmental Quality listed Little Goose Creek and Big 
Goose Creek for bacteria impairments in 1996. Goose Creek and 7 
tributaries off of Big Goose, Little Goose, and Goose Creek were later listed 
in 2000 for bacteria impairments. 

Provisional sampling in May has shown that in sections of the three major streams – Big Goose, Little Goose, and 
Goose Creek – levels of the bacteria, E. coli (Escherichia coli), are higher than the State of Wyoming standard.  
Preliminary results so far show Big Goose Creek having the highest levels of E.coli.  Bacteria and turbidity sampling will 
continue again in August, which could adjust the overall summer levels.  

“Where does E. coli come from?” you may ask.  E.coli bacteria are most commonly found in the lower intestine of 
warm-blooded organisms like humans, dogs, cats, deer, cows, and horses. These and other warm-blooded organisms 
that use and live in the watershed could be contributing to these higher than standard numbers.  That is why it is 
important that that we look at ourselves to see what we can do better.  The choices we all make every day impact the 
Goose Creek Watershed…your watershed.   

Bacteria impairment is when the 

amount of bacteria sampled in a 

surface waterbody is above the State 

of Wyoming water quality standard. 

Maria Burke, SCCD Natural Resources Technician, gathers 
information from water sampled from the Goose Creek 
Watershed in May of 2012. 

Spring Willow Plantings 
 
This spring, the SCCD used their Waterjet 
Stinger to plant willows along the stream-
restoration project at South Park.   

These willows are already thriving and will 
help to re-vegetate exposed areas. Willow 
plantings are an economical and relatively 
easy tool to use to help stabilize streambanks 
by holding the soil into place once the roots 
become established.  Willows also produce 
new growth that will fill in exposed areas 
creating a dense vegetative buffer against 
further erosive actions. 

Please contact the SCCD if you have a willow 
planting project and would like some 
assistance. 



SCCD Pairs Up with Sheridan County Public Works Office  
To Host Landowner Meetings 

Do you think your septic system is more than 30 years old? Is the septic tank made of something other than concrete 
and/or is the leachfield missing? Is it an unpermitted septic system?  Is any part of the system within 100 meters of a 
surface water body?  If you answered “YES” to any of these questions, you are encouraged to attend one of these three 
landowner meetings hosted by Sheridan County Public Works and the Sheridan County Conservation District:   
 Date: July 31st, 2012          Date: August 1st, 2012    Date: August 2nd, 2012 
 Time: 5:00pm – 7:00pm            Time: 7:00pm – 8:45pm    Time: 5:00pm – 7:00pm 
 Location: Big Horn Women’s Club     Location: Sheridan Fulmer Library  Location: Beckton School 
    Johnson Street, Big Horn                 W Alger Street, Sheridan                           Big Goose Rd, Sheridan 
 
The purpose of these meetings is to: 
 Educate landowners around Goose Creek about water quality concerns and impairments in the watershed relating 

to bacteria 
 Emphasize the benefits of septic permitting and proper septic system maintenance 
 Gain information about the existing septic systems in Goose Creek Watershed 
 Inform about possible funding opportunities to repair or replace existing systems 
As a landowner and an avid user of indoor plumbing, we hope by attending this meeting there will be multiple benefits 

including:  How to identify where your septic system is 
located, how it operates, how to properly maintain 
your system, and how to obtain a record of your septic 
system.  We hope this will not only increase the value 
of your property, but will ensure the health and 
wellbeing of your family, neighbors, and downstream 
community.  Perhaps most importantly, these 
meetings will also address funding opportunities for 
landowners who need to repair or replace existing 
septic systems.  
By working together, we can reduce bacteria to ensure 
a cleaner, healthier watershed for current and future 
generations.  We hope you can join us at one of these 
three meetings.  If you cannot make any of these 
meetings, please call either the Sheridan County Public 
Works office at 674-2920 or Sheridan County 
Conservation District at 672-5820, extension 3.   

For Your Benefit—Know Before You Buy!   
Many rural residents may not be aware of certain regulations regarding septic systems when they purchase their home or are 
planning on building a new home.  In Sheridan County all residents are required to have a permit to replace or install a new 
septic system.  This includes any portion of the system—even if it is only the leachfield that is being replaced.  It is a good idea to 
have the septic system inspected prior to purchasing a home.  Septic systems that are currently located within the flood plain or 
high ground water table will likely undergo extensive design changes when they need to be replaced.  In addition, current 
County and Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality regulations have set-back requirements concerning distances 
between septic system components (i.e. septic tanks and leachfields) and water located on your property (for example your 
property may have a well or stream located next to the current system).  For residents living on small acreages, replacing or 
installing a new system can be challenging and very costly for the landowner.  Often, the landowner faces the difficult decision 
of having to put an unattractive mounded septic system in their yard and/or has to request variances from local and state 
agencies to be able to replace a failing system on a lot too small to meet set-back requirements.   

SCCD provided cost-share assistance to help a homeowner install this new 
leachfield and septic system in the  Goose Creek Watershed in 2011. 

SCCD Updates Goose Creek Watershed Plan 
In January, the SCCD filed the Goose Creek Watershed Improvement Effort Implementation Strategy, 2012-2015, with 
the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality.  This Implementation Strategy is an update to the Goose Creek 
Watershed Plan and provides an outline of objectives and action items to be implemented over the next three years.  
The update of the plan was a collaborative effort from a variety of stakeholders, including the SCCD, local watershed 
residents, Sheridan County and the City of Sheridan.  If you would like more information about the details of the plan, 
please contact the SCCD at 672-5820 ext. 3.  


