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Prairie Dog Creek Watershed Meeting 
February 18

th
, 2014 @ 6:00 pm, Prairie Dog Women’s Club 

Meeting Notes 

Present: 

John Kane, Chairman  Harbee Tharaldson Maria Burke, SCCD 

Carrie Rogaczewski, SCCD    Bonnie Brady 

          

 

John Kane called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. Since there were two new members to the group, Carrie 

Rogaczewski, District Manager for SCCD, explained to the group when and why this committee was formed and 

the authority and direction it gives to the Sheridan County Conservation District.  There was some discussion by 

John Kane and Harbee Tharaldson about the Piney Cruse and Prairie Dog Ditches and that a large quantity of 

water in the Prairie Dog Creek Watershed comes from Willow Park and Kearney Lake located in the Piney Creek 

Watershed.  Harbee talked about the spring flooding that occurred last year near his neighbor’s house.  He 

explained that the flooding occurred before the ditch was turned on, and it flowed over the top of the head gate.   

 

2014 Prairie Dog Creek Watershed Sampling 

Maria Burke, Natural Resource Specialist, explained that in 2011 there were 14 sites sampled for temperature, 

pH, dissolved oxygen, conductivity, turbidity, and E. coli bacteria.  Out of the 14 sites, 10 were on Prairie Dog 

Creek, 3 on tributaries (Meade, Dutch, and Wildcat), and 1 was located on Prairie Dog Ditch.  In 2014, SCCD 

would like to discontinue sampling at PD07A because it is so close to PD06, and it would save money to 

eliminate one site.  Other changes include eliminating benthic macroinvertebrate sampling at PD04 (formerly 

PD5), and PD07 (formerly PD8).  PD04 (formerly PD5) macroinvertebrate sampling riffle contains only sand, 

which produces an insignificant macroinvertebrate sample.  In 2014, all of the same water quality parameters will 

stay the same, unless the committee suggests otherwise.   Maria handed out a list of possible parameters that the 

group might want to consider.  John asked why we were looking into sampling other parameters.  Maria stated 

that last year SCCD sampled the lowest Prairie Dog Creek site (PD01) during the Tongue River Watershed 

monitoring, and found it to have above average conductivity measurements.  Due to the Prairie Dog Creek 

Watershed having different habitat and land use then Tongue River or Goose Creek, Maria thought that if the 

committee felt that there was justification or concern to sample one of the suggested parameters that SCCD would 

look into the cost.  The committee decided to keep with the sample parameters as 2011.  They also felt it was 

reasonable to eliminate PD07A and the macro sites.  Maria asked if the committee wanted to add any sites to the 

2014 monitoring, such as an additional sample site on Dutch Creek or new sites on Jenks Creek, Dow or Wagner 

Prong.  The committee had no comment.  Maria also asked the committee if they knew who SCCD should contact 

for permission on the Wildcat Creek site due to the passing of John D. Koltiska.  John Kane suggested contacting 

his wife, Robin, or his son. 

 

Maria Burke also informed the group that the landowners for each sample site will be sent a consent form.  The 

consent form will need to be signed and returned back to SCCD.   This is a request sent down by SCCD’s State 

Association.  When the consent form is signed, it allows SCCD to include a latitude and longitude location and 

data collected at the site in the monitoring report.   

 

2013 Completed Projects and Upcoming Projects: 

Maria Burke discussed the progress register map that identifies all of the projects that have taken place since cost-

share programs were established by SCCD in this watershed.  The boxes highlight all of the projects that have 

been finished since the Prairie Dog Watershed Plan was completed in 2011.  As the map shows, there have been 3 

septic systems replaced, and 38 animal units addressed through SCCD’s cost-share programs in the entire 

watershed. There are potentially two more livestock projects forecasted for the 2014 season, which could total 

another 160 animal units.   

 

Maria asked the committee if we need to focus on priority areas of the watershed.  The committee had no 

comment.   Maria explained to the committee about the results from last year’s participant survey, and pointed out 



that a lot of the participants knew about our cost-share program because they had already worked with FSA, 

NRCS, or SCCD.   

 

Outreach and Education 

The following question was proposed to the committee “How do we get the word out?”  Harbee stated that SCCD 

should try to give a short (5 to 10 minute) presentations at conservation organizations like Ducks Unlimited, 

Pheasants Forever, or Trout Unlimited.  Bonnie stated that you could try to go on Public Pulse a few times a year, 

in particular when SCCD is holding an event or in the spring when you want to encourage landowners to think 

about summer projects.  SCCD has used both of these avenues at various times in the past, but could use them 

more effectively. 

 

Carrie mentioned the rural living workshops that will take place during the first week of May in the Inner Circle 

of the Sheridan Library.  There was some discussion on providing advice on weed spraying, so that it isn’t done 

during periods of run-off.  This could be an item in a newsletter. 

 

 

Plan Progress Review and Update:  

Carrie went through the handout that explained the completed and/or initiated milestones from 2011 to 2013, the 

2014 Planned Milestones, and the Outstanding 2011-2013 milestones.  Most of the conversation revolved around 

the outstanding milestones, and if we are going to either extend activity into the next year/adjust time, abandon 

activity completely, or modify action so it can be completed. The group decided to abandon a watershed column 

in the Sheridan Press.  Past efforts to do this were not very effective.  The group preferred to try increasing 

exposure through feature stories and/or press releases through other media, including radio and newspaper and 

presentations/booths at other events.  Action items related to mailings with small acreage owners and horse 

management were partially achieved through the livestock postcard and could be expanded through topics in the 

watershed newsletter.   

  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 

Submitted by Maria Burke, Natural Resource Specialist 


